
Inspection of The Day Nursery
Church Road, Rawreth, Essex SS11 8SH

Inspection date: 24 February 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are safe and happy at this nursery. They receive a warm welcome from 
the professional and friendly staff. Children and babies develop close attachments 
to their key person and other staff in their rooms. As a result, they feel safe and 
secure. Staff know the children well and are nurturing and caring to them. Children 
learn through an effective balance of child-initiated play and adult-led activities. 
They show curiosity and use their imagination as they explore the play dough. 
Children enthusiastically share what they have made as they roll and squeeze the 
dough to make their creations. 

Children's behaviour is good. They are supported as they learn to take turns from a 
young age and to understand that sharing toys with their friends is kind. Staff help 
children as they learn to regulate their own behaviour. Children receive lots of 
praise and encouragement from staff, who are positive role models for them. They 
are developing good levels of independence. Children put on their own coats and 
shoes before going outside. They learn about the things that contribute to a 
healthy lifestyle, such as exercise, eating a balanced diet and looking after their 
teeth.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management team and staff have worked hard to improve practice since 
the last inspection. They have committed to ensuring that requirements are met 
and have worked in partnership with the local authority to make positive 
changes.

n Children make good progress from their starting points. Staff implement a 
curriculum that follows their interests. Staff gather information from parents 
through daily discussions and use this to plan activities to meet the needs of all 
children. They complete observations and assessments of children, which are 
shared through their online system. Parents feel they have up-to-date 
knowledge about their child's learning. 

n Children have a wide range of resources available to them. Staff support all 
children to investigate and explore the different resources as they play. 
However, staff working with babies do not always recognise when some 
resources need replenishing, and some equipment needs cleaning. This is to 
ensure that these resources are consistently inviting to support children's 
learning experiences. 

n Overall, staff interact well with the children and spend a good amount of time 
joining in with their play and guiding their learning. However, on occasion, some 
staff miss opportunities to fully engage and extend all children's learning, 
particularly during mealtimes. 

n Staff encourage children to count objects and compare the height of different 
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flowers and plants. For example, they model mathematical language, such as 
'taller' and 'smaller', when comparing height. Children enjoy counting in 
everyday activities. Older children practise subtraction through the use of 
nursery rhymes.

n Children enjoy opportunities and activities that support development in all areas 
of learning and progression of skills over time. For example, babies hold chunky 
chalks and make marks outside on the ground, toddlers use their fingers to 
make marks in flour and pre-school children confidently hold pens as they draw 
pictures.

n Staff support children's physical health and development well. Children happily 
climb and run outside in the fresh air and join in with music and movement 
sessions and yoga classes indoors. Staff help babies to increase coordination, 
teaching them to kick balls around with increasing skill.

n The special educational needs coordinator (SENCO) provides targeted support 
for those children with special educational needs and/or disabilities. He plans 
and reviews children's personal goals to ensure that they are receiving the right 
help. The SENCO provides staff with the necessary information they need to help 
children make good progress. Staff at the nursery work very well with other 
professionals, sharing information about children's needs.

n Staff receive support to understand their roles and responsibilities. Regular 
supervisions provide staff with an opportunity to discuss their key children's 
development and identify any specific training needs. This helps them to further 
extend their professional development. Staff comment that the support provided 
for their well-being is good.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Members of the management team are fully aware of their roles as designated 
safeguarding leads. All staff complete regular training in child protection. They 
know the signs to look for and how to report their concerns. Staff follow 
procedures when recording accidents, including any pre-existing injuries. They are 
aware of possible signs which might indicate that a child or their family are 
vulnerable to extreme views or ideas. The manager ensures that recruitment 
procedures are robust, and that staff are suitable to work with children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to reflect on the organisation of the environment within the baby 
room to help them implement the curriculum and the intentions for children's 
learning at the highest level

n ensure staff maintain the good implementation of the curriculum throughout the 
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day, especially during mealtimes.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY367083

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10254155

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 80

Number of children on roll 120

Name of registered person Mitchell, Glenda

Registered person unique 
reference number RP515094

Telephone number 01268 769522

Date of previous inspection 30 August 2022

Information about this early years setting

The Day Nursery registered in 2008. The nursery employs 29 members of childcare 
staff. Of these, 23 hold an appropriate qualification at level 2 or above. The nursery 
is open Monday to Friday, from 7.30am until 6pm, all year round. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tina Mason
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk of the nursery, inside 
and outside.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity with the manager, 
and together they evaluated this.

n Children spoke to the inspectors about what they enjoy doing in the setting.
n The inspectors reviewed relevant documentation, including the suitability checks 

of all adults working in the setting. 
n Parents and staff spoke with the inspectors at appropriate times during the 

inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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